Managing and maintaining a safe environment in the hospital setting.
On entering hospital, patients and visitors assume that they are in a safe environment. Maintaining a safe environment in hospitals depends on not only the infrastructure, but also the equipment and materials that are used on the premises. Complaints about hospitals often include comments on the environment, its lack of cleanliness, poor food and the general look of debilitation. Key legislation for managing a safe environment is the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. Complementary guidance includes the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 1999 and the Environmental Protection Act 1990. The Incorporation of such legislation into local policies and guidelines ensures that healthcare staff can set standards to maintain the integrity of the patient's environment. This article will consider aspects of hospital life involved in maintaining a safe environment.